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The South African Oil & Gas Alliance is a public/ 
private partnership focused on developing South 
Africaôs upstream services sector 

To promote the 

development of South 

African-based industry 

serving upstream needs in 

the region 

SA Oil & Gas Alliance ï Who are we? 
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Market & 

Promote SA 

Capability 

Build Industry 

Capacity 

Link & Network 

the Sector 

Investment 

Promotion 

Activities that support the mission: 

To promote the development of South 

African-based industry serving the 

regional upstream O&G market 

 

ÅGeneral Marketing & 

Promotion of SA 

upstream industry  

ÅSA Oil & Gas 

Directory 
www.oilandgassa.com 

ÅIndividual Company 

Matchmaking & 

Trade Support 

 

ÅSkills Development 

ÅSupplier 

Development 

ÅPolicy Development 

and Lobbying 

 

 

ÅMember/Industry 

events 

ÅSocial Media 

ÅMember/industry 

communications 

ÅPublic Sector 

Education 

 

ÅGeneral inquiries 

and information. 

ÅLinks to trade & 

investment 

agencies. 

ÅIntroductions to 

potential 

partners and 

opportunities. 

ÅSupport for 

visiting 

companies. 

SA Oil & Gas Alliance ï Who are we? 
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Our members reflect the current composition of the 
South African upstream services sector 

Fabrication & 

Construction 
(Subsea modules, jackets, 

topsides modules, steels & 

pipe, tugs/barges) 

Maritime Repairs & 

Maintenance 
(Full range of wet & dry 

repairs on rigs & vessels, 

class surveys, certification 

inspection & testing) 

E&P Service 

Companies 
(Local/regional bases of 

global players) 

General Engineering Services 
(Mechanical, electrical & controls, civil & structural, geotechnical, environmental, chemical & 

process, marine, general & specialised project management) 

Equipment & Materials Supplies 
(Pumps, valves, pipes, motors, hoses, instrumentation, chemicals, hydraulic & pneumatics, 

process equipment)  

Logistics 
(Freight forwarding and clearing, warehousing & storage, helicopters, crew changes, 

chandelling, bunkering, stevedoring) 

Other Services 
(Rope access services, ROV repair, training, financial, legal, commercial, IT, medical services, 

SHEQ services, recruitment, salvage, diving services, hospitality) 

SA Oil & Gas Alliance ï Who are we? 
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Sub-Saharan Africa is one of the worldôs fastest 
growing upstream opportunitiesééé 

New exploration 

plays ï African rift 

valley, offshore 

East Africa 

Major producing 

region ï offshore 

West Africa 

~5 MMBO/day 

North Africa 

~5 MMBO/day 

SA as a Regional Hub 
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é. and South Africa is well-positioned to play a hub 
role as opportunities spread across the region 

SA as a Regional Hub 
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USA 

Europe  Middle East  

SE Asia 

South Africa  

West Africa  

16400 kms  

South Africa is strategically positioned on major sea 
routes  in the centre of the sub-Saharan coastline 

10 900 kms  

7400 kms  

14700 kms  

4700 kms 

Sea routes 

SA as a Regional Hub 
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COMPARATIVE 

DISTANCES FROM 

LAGOS 

KMõS NAUTICAL 

MILES 

VOYAGE 

ONE-WAY 

(Days@120MILES/Day) 

ROUNDTRIP 

ADVANTAGE FOR 

SALDANHA BAY 

(Days) 

Saldanha ð South Africa 4 700 2537 21 - 

Cape Town - South Africa  4 800 2591 22 2 

Durban ð South Africa 6 800 3671 31 20 

Barcelona ð Spain 7 400 3995 33 24 

Methil ð Scotland 9 400 5075 42 42 

Houston ð USA 10 900 5885 49 56 

Dubai ð UAE 14 700 7937 66 52 

Singapore 16 400 8855 73 104 

This is particularly significant when you consider the 
sea voyages related to maintenance and repair activity 

These benefits are even more significant for locations further south and 

east on the continent 

SA as a Regional Hub 
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Johannesburg is a major airline hub for the region that 
is very well-connected to Cape Town and Durban 

SA as a Regional Hub 
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South Africa offers a number of attractive propositions 
to the regional upstream industry 

Diversified 
African 

Supplier Base 

Major Logistics 
& Distribution 

Centre 

Upstream 
Repair & 

Maintenance 
Hub 

Attractive 
Location for 

Regional Head 
Offices 

Training & 
Skills 

Development 

Supply Chain Opportunities 

SA 

Upstream 

Hub 
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Maritime repair and maintenance work is carried out in 
several deep ports around the country 

Port of Cape Town 

Port of Saldanha Bay 

Port of Coega 

Å New deep water port 

~20m 

Å Surrounded by free zone 

Å Northern edge of Port 

Elizabeth 

Å O&G development not 

currently planned here 

Photo: Courtesy of Atlatech Photo: Courtesy of DCD Dorbyl 

Supply Chain Opportunities 

Å Sturrock dry dock ï 360m 

length, 45m width, 13.7m 

depth over entrance.  

Å Repair quay - 457m with 12m 

draft.  

Å A-Berth O&G repair/ 

fabrication facility 

Å 120km (60-90min drive) 

northwest of Cape 

Town. 

Å Depth up to 21.5 metres. 

Å Existing O&G 

fabrication yard. 

Å Strong ship repair 

capability. 

Å Engineering & 

fabrication 

Port of Durban 
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Cape Town has long been a centre for oil and gas 
repair, maintenance and fabrication work 

Facilities include a large dry-dock and dedicated O&G service facility 

  
  

  
Owner      Saipem   
Vessel     3000   
Type      Heavy Lift Crane Barge   
Docking     Sturrock   Dry Dock,  A - Berth, Port of Cape Town   
Date     November 2010   
Work Scope   Refurbishment, f  abrication  and installation of    new Crane s. I nstallation of new    

                bow thrusters  .  Fabrication and installation of port & starboard ROV platforms  .    
          Electrical  work.  Refurbishment of accommodation areas and technical bridge  .    

  
  

  
Owner      Saipem   
Vessel     FDS   
Type      Pipe - lay   Barge   
Docking     Sturrock   Dry Dock,  A - Berth,  501,  Port of Cape Town   
Date     July   2010   
Work Scope     Dry Docking for   Refurbishment .  Repairs and   m aintenance .  Plate work  . C rane   

refurbishment  . S tinger    refurbishment  . D eck work . B last clean and paint  .    
  
  

  
Owner      Dolphin Drilling   
Vessel     Blackford Dolphin   
Type     Semi Submersible  R ig     
Docking     Repair Quay , Port of Cape Town   
Date     July 2010   
Work Scope   Cathodic protection  -   replace  53 x 3m length   anodes on legs, braces and pontoons  ð     
                               Eureka gel in pontoons .    

  
  

Supply Chain Opportunities 
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Å Natural deep water (up to 22m) 
port 120km from Cape Town. 

Å Developed quayside facilities and 
space for >1000m new quayside. 

Å Road and rail links to Cape Town. 

Å International status airport.  

Å Established engineering 
community. 

Å Proximity to Orange Basin. 

Å Currently in process of 
establishing free-zone status. 

Å Most importantly, lots of 
available land. 

Future oil & 

gas complex 

Saldanha Bay is the key location being targeted by 
public and private sector for upstream services 

Supply Chain Opportunities 
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Oil and gas activities are developing quite rapidly in 
the Port of Saldanha Bay 

1. O&G Fabrication 

Facility 

2. Rig Repair projects 

3. Oil & Gas Supply 

Base 

ï Awaiting finalisation of 

port land lease 

4. LPG Import Terminal 

ï Out for tender 

5. Floating Dry Dock(s) 

ï Proposed 

6. Manufacturing & 

Support Industry 

7. Rig Dry Dock 

1 

2 3 

Supply Chain Opportunities 
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The oil and gas fabrication yard at Saldanha Bay may 
offer a sound opportunity for regional fabrication work 

Supply Chain Opportunities 
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We are strongly focused on attracting more global 
upstream players to SA 

Å Recognise that it is relatively difficult to break into the global 
upstream supply chain 

ïStrong relational networks in place. 

ïLow tolerance for supplier risk ï companies prefer to go with what they know 
because consequences of supplier failure are large. 

Å Consequently we need to attract more global players to establish 
themselves here as ñanchor tenantsò. 

ïRegional HQs and distribution and service centres are key current propositions. 

ïThese can be sustained with skilled local personnel. 

ÅWe have observed a significant uptick in the number of acquisitions 
by global companies in the past year or so. 

ïEstablishing regional service capability; 

ïPositioning for west and east Africa. 

ÅSouth Africa has recently introduced a new ñheadquarters tax regimeò 
to make it more attractive to operate from here.  

Supply Chain Opportunities 
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Some of the global upstream companies operating from 
South Africa 

Supply Chain Opportunities 

http://www.slb.com/index.asp?
http://www.smith.com/A_about/about_01.asp
http://www.tullowoil.com/
http://www.sasol.com/
http://www.bhpbilliton.com/
http://www.cnrl.com/
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Orange River Basin 

ÅKudu gas discovery in Namibia 

(Tullow) 

ÅIbhubesi gas discovery (Forest Oil) - 

200m WD/planned 100-200mmscfpd 

ÅActive DW/SW exploration for gas & 

oil targets (BHP, PetroSA). 

Domestic upstream activity is picking up again after a 
regulatory-induced interruption for ~6 years 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Cape Town 

Durban 

ORANGE 

BASIN 

TUGELA 

BASIN 

Bredasdorp 

Basin 

Mossel Bay Area 

ÅCurrent production area nearing end of life (PetroSA & Pioneer) 

ÅMossgas Synfuel Refinery 

ÅBlock 11B/12B exploration area ï large oil potential (CNR) 

Tugela Basin 

ÅImmature exploration 

play 

Å4 wells ï indications of 

oil system 

Shale Gas 

ÅPotential energy game changer for SA. 

ÅEIA estimates potential 470 TCF  

recoverable shale gas reserves. 

ÅQuestions around economic feasibility 

Kudu 

Ibhubesi 

Upstream opportunities in South Africa 

Karoo 

Basin 
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Summing up: 

Å Sub-Saharan upstream activity is becoming more widespread with the 
East and South becoming more significant. 

Å South Africa is the gateway economy for the region and has lots to 
offer the upstream industry: 

ïService providers. 

ïBase for operations in a mature industrial economy. 

ïGood logistics and connections to the region. 

ïAn excellent location for locating and recruiting staff. 

Å Established upstream service centre in Cape Town. 

Å Emerging oil & gas zone in nearby Saldanha Bay focused on repair, 
maintenance and supply activities.  

Å Substantial ramp-up in domestic and Namibian exploration activity. 

Å South African Oil & Gas Alliance can help you find opportunities or 
partners in South Africa. 

Summary 
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For further information 
contact:  
 

Warwick Blyth : Tel + 27 21 425 8840 

                      : wblyth@offshoreafrica.co.za  

  

Website            : www.offshoreafrica.co.za 


